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ITHOUT king any par- 
ticular Notice at preſent, of 


Purpoſe to obſer ve, that the Fſalmiſt 
introduces che moſt e Gop ſpeak- 
ing ii in i the Text ; and that the Perſons 
88 A N here 


the Context, or the Rela- 
tion theſe Words have toit ; 
it will be ſufficient to dur 
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14 EIN s called Go ps; 


here ſpoken of are thoſe of higheſt 
Kank and Dignity; veſted with S0. 
2 vereign Power and Authority in our 
= World; Kings and Princes and Judg: 
V the Earth, who bear Rule in the 
| | ' ſeveral Diſtricts which the Providence 
of Gov aſſigus them; to whom their 
Subjects ſeverally pay Homage and 
Obedience; and who ſome of them 

have acivad to ſo high a pitch of 
Power, that they have made the Na- 

tions tremble before them. Concerning 
theſe, and ſuch as theſe it is, that we 

are to underſtand what is: Joes ſaid 

» Him who is moſt High over all 

the Earth, I have ſaid, Te are Gods: 

and all of. you are the Chilaren of the 

moſt High. But ye ſhall die like Men. 

I have ſaid, Te are Gods, i. e. | 

have conſtituted and appointed you 
ſuch. All Power and Authority is ori- 
ginally in Me, and therefore muſt be 
derived from Me, mediately or imme 
diately: There is no Power but of Gov, 

| Rom. i. the Powers that he are ordained 
Gobp. Te. are Gods: Strang e Expreſ. 

ſion this! And ſuch as one CE have 

been afraid of uſing, if it had not been, 


5 that he Who is * the only * 
„ 


be” ON a gt . -  I, 


+ . 


r 215 Ute MEN. 


and true Gov, has countenanced r 


doing ſo. It is plain however, that the 
Word and Notion, as applyed to Them, 
muſt import ſomewhar infinitely. below 


what is meant, when applicd to Him. 


Te are Gods: i. e. there is ſome Ana- 


logy : Some faint Reſemblance ye have 
of Me: Ye are my Vicegerents in the 
World: I commiſſion you to rule un- 


der Me, according to my Will, and 
for the 'Good of thoſe over whom T 
ſet you. Thus as the Apoſtle ſays, 
Tho? there be that are called Gods whe- 
ther iz Heaven or in Earth (as there 
: be Gods many and Lords many) yet to 
s there is but ove Gop the Father, 
m whom are all things and we in 
Him; aud one Lord Jesvs. CARIS T 
Ly whom. are all thin:s, and we by 
Him. And to ſay Truth, tho the moſt 
High, in the Text honours. them with 


ſo high a Title; yet there is that ad- 


ded Which is ſufficient to prevent our 


Miſtakes, and to ſecure our diſtinguiſh-;-. 


ing Him from, Toem. 
IT am inclined to think there may 
be Tome Reference hire 65 the man- 


ner of Expreſſion, in that Law which 


5 o Bare by Moſes es to the 18 raelites, 


Thou 


1 Cor. vi: 
37 6. 2 5 


3 
* 


5 antes: 


Ex. xxli. Thou foait nat revile dhe Gods, aur curſ- 

285 tbe Raler of thy People. Here it is, that 
the moſt High £08 called them Gods: 
And if 2 have this Stile from him 
who is the Fountain of all Honour and 
Dignity, who ſhall go. about to dif 
hr: ir with: them? 

e De particularly enquired how 
it comes to paſs, that they have thi 
high and hogourable Character given 
them; a better and juſter Reaſon can- 
not a conceive) be offered, than that 

0 75 Which our Bleſſed Saviouk himſelf t 
Jokn x. gives, Becauſe unto them the Word t. 
I* Gop Came : 1, e. They act by Com. 0 


Mer — 


Go; 1 are © eee by him to 1 
rule and judge the People, according | h 
to ſuch Laws as he preſcribes, and 15 J 
the Benefit and Welfare of thoſe whom I 
they govern, which is what they ought f 
always to have in View : He ſubſtitutes N d 
them as Guardians of the publick Peace, M & 
and of private Men's Property, - and Re- 
venners to execute Wrath on ſuch as 
„ would diſturb or invade them. In this 

f Senſe, 1 apprehend, it is farther ſaid of 
5 them, that they are all the Children 
e most H 45 For ches Expreſſion ſeems 
ae) | 


Rom. x11. - 
; I | 
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aid, to import very much the fame 
Thing with the former. Not only in 


Holy Scripture, bur according to the 


conſtant Uſage of the Eaſtern Nations; 


They are faid to be the Sour or Chil- 


dren of any one, who are in any con- 


ſiderable Reſpect like him. 


Bur tho? they have this hi oh Ho- 


nour put upon them, tho? they have 


this diſtinguiſhing Character giventhem; 
there is that added, which is enough 
to repreſs their Pride and Vanity; and 
to prevent our too great Truſt in them, 
our too great Expectations from them, 


on that Account: Je ſhall die like Mer. 


| Tho? they are called Gods, he reſerves to 
himſelf the Prerogatives of Deity : He ou. Tim. vi. 


ly hath Immortality ; : they, not with - = 


ſanding their Dignity and Power, are 
ſubje& to Diſeaſes, expoſed to Acct 
dents, and liable to the Stroke of un- 
diſtinguiſhing Death; Juſt as other Men - 
Ar >. 

_ Veox+the whole, you ſee there are 
two. things in the 7 ext, which may 
very abt, and I hope. with ſome 
Ae 055 em e our Thoughts 


a while. 
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L Th H E hit oh, 25 PR re Ty Ti " 
given by ; Nap Bleſſed Gov Him. 
ſelf to Kings and Princes and Po. 
tentates of the Earth: 1 have ſaid, . 
3 are Gods: and all of. 77 are 

ebe Chilares of the molt High. 


UI. . Liableneks to the ITY 
of Death notwithſtanding, in com 
mon with . the reſt of Mankind. 
But Je ſhall die like. Men. e 


4 
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Let us confi der, 


I. Tuk high and Sedo Title 
_ given by the Bleſſed Gov Himſelf to 
Kings, and Princes, and Potentates of 
the Earth. I have ſaid, Te are Gods: 
end all of. you are he C 42 who of . 
* e | 


1 


n . Mr 
* =y 1 


Power and Authority with which they 


| are veſted for the Benefit of Mankind, 

| as the Things principally and moſt di- 

rely intended by this Repreſentation. | 
But ſtill . the diſtinguifhing 


* PEN £ 
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„„ we have akin” Notice 
of the Dignity of their Perſons, the 


them in manner from the reſt. of 
Mad 8 holding them (as it were) 
to our View in ſo advantageous a Light, 
does farther. naturally lead us to conſi- 
der, on the one Hand, what Qualifica- 
tions and Endowments: we might hape 
and wiſh to · find in them, and on. the 
other Hand, what Regard and Duty we 
owe to them. They are called Gods, 


and all of them Children of. the Moſt 


High z therefore one would expect, one 


would wiſh to find them ſuch, as that . 


the Reſemblance between them and 
Him, who is truly and in the higheſt 
| $egſe)Go oz might bed obvious and dif- 
cernible. And for the fame Reaſon too, 
there; muſt be ſome ſuperior Regard, 


ſome peculiar Duty owing to them. The 

former of theſe will immediately fall 
under our Notice; the latter ſhall be re- 
ſerved as a Point, the Conſideration „ 
which will be a proper Improvement 19 5 
« this whole Diſc umme. 


LET us conſider in the firſt Place, | 


hap are the Qualifications and Endow- 
ments, which we would hope and'wiſh 


to find' in thoſe, whom the Moſt Hien 
vor chſa fes to diſtinguiſh by ſo honoura- - 
81 To be : 8 OY and ; 
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10 RIN es called Gops; 
were neither to anſwer their Character, 
nor the Expectations of Go p and Man 


from them. For, by the way, IE Ho- 
Vai's calling them Gods may fairly be 


and requires from them, as well as the 
Dignity and Power conferred on them: 
That they ſhould be like Himſelf: That 
they ſhould always act in Character: 
That they ſhould be ſuperior to the 
generality of Mankind, as in Rank and 
Station, ſo in Abilities and Endowments, 
in Temper and Diſpoſition, in Condud 
and Behaviour: Copies of the Original 
Excellence and Perfection. The Reſem. 
blance indeed, even when it riſes high- 


de but imperfe& and partial : Tt can 
only be a Likeneſs in ſome certain Re- 
ſpects, and in ſome very low Degrees 
palm For in the higheſt Senſe, Who' in Heaven 
ix, 6. can be compared to - the Lon o? Wh 
among the Sons of the Mighty can tt 
compared to Him? However, there 5 

ſuch a Thing as Imitation of Gop; and 

| Religion lies very much in it: There 
=  -- . eh a Thing as being Partaker: 
58 ed a e * it is the At- 
-eainmeat 


yet to have nothing Godlike. in them, 


Tuppoſed to point out What He expects 


eſt and is molt diſcernible, will after all 


EE YE ß a Ee Re ES 


tainment and Privilege of every ſincere, 
Chriſtian: And if there be any of the 
| Sons of Men, from whom it may be 
expected, and who ought to make it 
their Study, to be Godlike ; it is they, 
ſconcerning whom the Moſt Hien hath 
aid, that they are Gods. One would 
wiſh therefore to find them endowed, 


1. With Wiſdom and Prudence, 5 
good Underſtanding and a ſound Judg- 
ment. Concerning Almighty Gov, we 
are told, that His Underſtanding 7s iu. Pſ.cxlyii. 
faite. Andbe:auſe He is the Fountain 8 
of Wiſdom, and infinitely ſurpaſſes all 
| other Beings therein ; therefore He is 
called, The onely Wiſe Go p. This is Tim. 5. 
| one among the reſt of thoſe peſectiogs, 17. 
| which neceſiarily belong to Him as 
Gow, and which renders Him fit to be 
Supreme and Uni verſal Governor of the 
World. 

s IN Reſemblance of Him, thoſe who 

| are called Gods, and who under Him 
bear Rule in our World; ought to be 
Wiſe and Prudent. Without this, and 
that in fome conſiderable Degree too, 
they are unequal to the Truſt repoſed 
1 them, and the Charge committed to 
.B2 „„ 
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fixing upon proper Perſons, for carrying 


Kines called Gops; 
them. This is indeed a Qualification of 


the Intellectual Kind; and whether a 
Man ſhall be endowed with a higher 


or a lower Degree of it, is not wholly 
in his own Power; but depends in a 


great Meaſure on the natural Make and 
Conſtitution of his Mind, and it may be 


of his Body too. However, ſince very 
conſiderable Improvements may be made 
in this Kind by Obſervation and Expe- 
rience, by Diligence and cloſe Applica- 
tion; ſince Go p giveth Wiſdom literally 


to them that ask it, and we have the 


Caſe of Solomon to encourage Kings and 


Princes to do ſo; we may moſt reaſona- 
bly hope and wiſh that thoſe who are 


called Gods, ſhould be thus furniſhed. 
Some ſuch the World has now and then 
been bleſt with : Thoroughly appriz'd of 
the Intereſts of their People; able to 


_ diſcern what might contribute to their 


Welfare and Proſperity, and what was 
likely to prove Hurtful and Prejudicial; 
Sagacious to foreſee Dangers ; and Pru- 
dent to provide againſt, and prevent the 
Miſchief : Capable of forming a Judg- 
ment concerning the Tendency of 
Things ; of adjuſting proper Means, and 


ON 


oy. > s OS — 5 
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but die like MEN. 19 
on their Deſigns, and obtaining their 5 
Ends: : Well acquainted with Human 
Nature in general, and the main Springs 
of Action among Mankind; the diffe- 
rent Views, the various Intereſts of 
Neighbouring Nations; particularly of 
thoſe with whom their own may be any 
way blended, or may at any Time in. 
terfere. One would wiſh them, Per- 
fons of ſuch ſuperior Knowledge, and 
ſo comprehenſive an Underſtanding ; as 
to be able to make uſe of the different 
Tempers and Inclinations, the various 
Pa ſſions and Foibles of thoſe with whom 
they have to do; fo as to ſerve them- 

| ſelves by them, and direct them all to 
the Publick Good. | 
THE All- comprehending Mine of 
Gov, ſees in one View all the various 

Relations and Combinations of Things, 
their mutual Influence and Efficacy; 
how every Agent will act, what Effect 
every Cauſe will produce; how far, and 
in what manner Intelligent Beings will 
be affected by what comes to paſs; 
and how they will thereupon ſeverally 

behave. For this Reaſon among others, 

He can direct and ſuper intend, order and 
govern the whole Univerſe ſo as never 

i | 40 
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KIN es called Gops:; 
to have any of his Deſigns fruſtrated, 
or his Purpoſes defeated : He can pro. 
miſe beforehand, that all Things ſhall 
work together for Good to Perſons ſo 
and fo qualified; and they may furely 
reckon upon it, that his Promiſe ſhall 
be accompliſhed. Limited Minds are 
uncapable of this; and therefore it were 
in vain to expect that the moſt improv- 
ed among them ſhould never make any 
Miſtakes, or meet with any Diſappoint- 
ments: Bur becauſe the greater the Sa- 
"Is, the Rieber their 


pointments: Therefore one would wiſh 
they were in an eminent Degree thus 
qualified. 

2. JUSTCE and Righteouſneſs i is an- 
other of thoſe Qualifications one would 
wiſh for, and which is moſt reaſonably 
expected, in thoſe who are called Gods 
among Men. Not only a diſtinct Know. 
ledge of, but a conſtant Regard to, that 
which is Right, and Fit, and Juſt; and 
a Diſpoſition of Mind to act always by 


25 thoſe Meaſures. This is what lies more 


= within their . and it muſt 
„ 


But die like MEN. 15 


be wholly: their own Fault if they want | 
it: And yet there is ſcarce any one In- - 
ſtance in which they can more diſoerni- 1 
bly reſemble the Great Governour of 
World. Such is the Reprelentation 
every where made of Him in his Word; 
and the more we know of his Methods 
of Government, and Manner of pro- 

ceeding with Mankind; the more clear- 
ly we perceive the Truth of it. Righ- Pſalm l 
teonſneſs and Judgment are the Habita- „ | 
tion of his Throne: The Judge of all G xxviti 
the Earth ahways does Right now; and x. WY 
will judge the World in Rirhteouſneſs „„ 
| hereafter. He is 20 Reſpecter of or- RY _ 
| ſons, nor doth He TER the Rich more Job xxxiv 
than the Poor. 05 

Ix their Meaſure, and as © Faro their 
limited Views reach, thus ſhould they 

be difpoſed ; thus ſhould they act, 
who are called Gods. Some ſuch there 
have been; ſome ſuch we cannot but 
| have in our Thoughts upon this Ocea- 
ſion, and hope always to retain a grate- 
ful Remembrance of, Is. it too muen 
to be expected and wiſhed, for, from all 
of them? If they are called G00 they 
ſhould never act arbitrarily and withour” 
— : iT w_ . take care that Ju- | 


ſtice 5 | 


2 


£4 


Krxes called Go ps; 


"Rice be impartially adminiſtred: Tlat 
ſuch as do well be countenanced and re. 
- warded; and that thoſe who do ill, be re. 
2 ſtrained and puniſhed; that no Man's 
3 Right be violated; no Man's Property 

invaded; no Man's Liberties Civil or 

Religious, infring'd ; that all Violence 

and Oppreſſion, all Fraud and Injuſtice, 

be carefully ſought out, and ſeverely 
animadverted upon: In ſhort, That up- 


on all Occaſions they act agreeably to fl 


the known Conſtitution, and eſtabliſhed 
Laws of their Kingdoms. —— For theſe 
Ends are Communities formed, and Pow. 
er lodged in the Hands of particular Per. 

ſons; upon theſe Foundations Society 
ſtands; and where Princes and Rulers 
- have no Regard to theſe, one may at 
leaſt go ſo far as to ſay, 0 deſerre 
not ehe Tue of Gods. . | 


75 1 DNESS wag . 1 55 


5 verſal Good-will to Mankind, a ſtroog 
Propenſion of Mind to be ſerviceable to 


all as far as their Influence reaches; and 
a tender Concern, and affectionate Care 

to promote the Happineſs of thoſe eſpe- 
- cially, to whom they are more imme. 


rac related as living” under their Go- 
| vernment 
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vernment. This is truly - Godlike : For 
Gop # Good, and does Good: He is good . 
anto all, and his tender Mercies are over 68. 

all his Works: Without this, other Qua- 85 . 
lities are of no Value; nay, they loſe © 

their Nature, and often make the Poſ- 
ſeſſors of them the more miſchievous. 
Wiſdom without Goodneſs, degenerates 
into Craft and Subtlety: Juſtice, becomes 

Rigor and Severity : Power will exert 

and ſhow itſelf in Oppreſſion and Ty- 

ranny. By how much the more Wiſ⸗ 

dom and Power any Prince poſſeſſes, if 

he have not Goodneſs, by ſo much the 

greater a Miſchief will he be to Man- 

kind ; and fo much the leſsable will Man- 

kind be, to defend ee e 
him. 1 
T have ſaid, ie are Gods. Can they 
deſerve the Title? Can they in any De- 
gree, worthily ſuſtain the Character, 
| without Goodneſs ? This faireſt Reſem- 
blance of Goo, that a' Creature can 
have; this lovelieſt Feature of the Di- 
vine Image Devils, are for this very 
Reaſon Devils, becauſe they want it:? 
They have Sagacity, they have Power 
ſuperior to any of us Mortals; but 
DE have no Goodneſs; nothing friend- 

| c ly 
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is EIN Gs called Gobs; 


ly and benign in them. How low is 
human Nature debaſed, in thoſe who 
Want, or who have ſtifled the Social 
and Publick Affections; who are void 
of that nobleſt Sexſe of an Intelligent 
Being, by which it feels Pleaſure, in 
doing Good and Communicating Happi- 
neſs. In Theory indeed one would think 
it almoſt impoſſible, it ſhould ever have 
enter'd the Head of any Man to ima. 
gine, that Millions of his Fellow · Crea. 
tures, in all Reſpects (ſaving the more 
exalted Stat ion in which Gop has placed 
him) equal to himſelf; were yet all 
made for his Sake, and to be his Slaves; 
that their Lives are all at his Diſpoki i 
und their deareſt Intereſts to be ſacrificed 
to his Will, and for the Gratification of 
his Luſts? And yet there have been 
thoſe, who for want of knowing them. 
felves, and the Dignity of humane Na- 
ture, have really believed all this; or at 
leaſt have behaved themſelves towards 
Mankind, as though they believed it 
How great Guilt do hole. vile Syco. 
phants contract, how much have they 
to awer for, Who from a Baſeneſs of 
Nature, and to ferve their own. private 
Rs. have. eee and milled 


Prince: 


But die like M EN. © 


Priaces into ſo miſchievous an Error? 
On the other hand, how highly are 
Mankind obliged to thoſe, who being 


either intruſted with the Education ag 


young Princes, or employed about the 
| Perſons of thoſe more advanced in Years, 


carefully inſtil it into the former, oo 


faithfully inculcate and bring it to the 
Remembrance of the latter; That tru? 
' GREATNESS is inſeparable from Good - 


Ness; that a Ty RAXNTH may be feared; 


but that none but a FAT HER of his 
People can be beloved: That a Tarkifh 
Sultan with all his Bands of Janizerres 
and Spahis about him, has not half the 


| Eaſe nor Security, which a Brittifh Mo- 


| narch enjoys, who by his Goodneſs has 
gained a Place in the Hearts and Aufbe- 
tions of his Subjects. 

A A AiſpaGonate Temper of 
Mind, not eaſily ruffled by little Acet- 
dents, nor ſoon provoked by thoſe Faults 
and Follies in their Subjects, which 
might as well be paſs'd bo as ouniſhed; 
is another of thoſe Qualifications which 
one would with to find in thoſe who are 
called Gods on Earth. This ſhews true 

3 of Mind: It is really Godlike, 
0 2 
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ane 
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Kines called Go ps; 


and comes as near to Divine Perfection, 
as humane Imperfection can do. The 
Moſt HIGH is called the GOD of Pa- 
tience. He is Longſuffering to us ward; 


and his Compaſſuns fail not. He 


pities our Weakneſs, and froward Pee 
viſhneſs; bears with our Follies, and 
waits to be gracious ; does not preſent. 
ly take at our Hands the Forfeitures we 


daily make of his Mercies ; nor is He 


haſty in puniſhing our Faults, and taking 
Vengeance of us tor our Sins, How de- 
ſirable, how amiable is a Diſpoſition 
reſembling this, in thoſe who bear Rule 
among Men? It is truly Royal in them, 


to pity the Ignorance and Weakneſs, to 


overlook the Frowardneſs to which thoſe 
who move in lower Spheres are ſubject, 
and which are apt ſometimes to diſcover 
themſelves in groundleſs Complaints a- 


gainſt their Superiors. Theſe are indeed 


peccant Humours, which muſt be kept 
under and purg'd away. But it ſhould 
be done with Tenderneſs; and in ſuch 


manner as may ſhew, chat thoſe who 
preſcribe and give the Phyſick, are a- 
bove any little angry Reſentments; that 


1 0 it, leſs t to 11 themſelves 
than 


* 
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than to preſerve. the Communury' in a 


healthful State. 


VVV upon anordics Account 


to be wiſhed, That thoſe who bear So- 


vereign Rule, were thus calm, and com- 


poſed, and ſuperior to their own Paſſi- 
ons: It is this, That the croſs Acci- 


dents of Life, to which they as well as 
meaner Mortals are ſubject, may not 
ruffle their Minds, nor needleſly diſcon- 
cert their Mia foros. and embarraſs their 


Affairs. There are a Thouſand Events 


| unforeſeen and unexpected; by which 
| thoſe who have not this Command of 
themſelves, who are not endowed with 
Prudence, and armed with Patience, wtf 


| be toiled and perplexed ; be ſtop'd ſhort 


in their Proceedings, and unfitted for pur- 
ſuing their moſt important Views. Thele 
Events never happen more frequeatly, 
and (if they meet with an uneven Tem- 
per) are never attended with more per- 
nicious Conſequences, than to Perſons in 
High Life. Their beſt-laid Schemes are 
alen broke in upon; ſome Link or o- 
ther fails in the Chain of their beſt- con- 
certed Deſigns; and if there be not a 


cool Head, and a diſpaſſionate Mind, to 


repair ſuch Br eaches, the whole is de- 
feated, 


Rui 
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feated, and comes to nothing, So that 
you plainly ſee how deſirable it is, that 
thoſe who bear Rule, and have the In. 
tereſts of Kingdoms and Nations to look 
after ; particularly that Kings and Prin. 
ces ſhould have not only a ſolid Judg. 


ment, and a large compaſs of Thought, 


but that they ſhould be calm and com- 
poſed, diſpafſionate, and not eaſily foibd. 
The happy Conſequence of this will be, 
a ſteady uniform Courſe of Adminiſtra- 


tion, not by Fits and Starts; ſometimes 


well, and ſometimes otherwiſe ; not va 
ried and ſhifted, altered and changed by 


every Event, as though nothing was 


foreſeen, or no Proviſion made againſt 
what was unforeſeen : But one regular 
well-digeſted Scheme of Managenment; 
great and wiſe Deſigns form'd; proper 
Meaſures for carrying them on concert- 
ed and purſued; and ſuitable Proviſion 


made to anſwer all Emergencies, as far 


as lies within the Reach of Humane 
Power and Prudence. 

I were eaſy to go on, and multiph 
Particulars of ſuch Qualifications as 
might be wiſh'd for in Sovereign Princes, 


and as would the better entitle them to 
be called Gods * Earth, But ſince 


moſt 


. + but die lite M E N . 1 


thoſe I have already ſet to your View, I 
ſhall forbear mentioning any more. 
thus much we may venture to ſay, That 

wherever any Prince is thus qualified 


e endowed; he bears the neareſt Re- 


ſemblance to the. Bleſſed Gon, as Go- 
vernor of the World, that a Mortal Man 
can do; and he deſerves all the Reſpe& 
and Regard, all the Subjection and Obe- 


dience, all the Veneration and Love, 
which a Mortal Man can juſtly claim, 


or fitly receive. Such, are indeed Com- 
mon Bleſſings to Mankind; truly Fa- 
thers of their People: T hey are uſually, 
| they-ought always: to be, beloved w 

they live, and bewailed when they die. 
For ſo it muſt fare with them; and 
thither the latter part of the hl ext now 
calls our Thou ghts. 


"i Tis fall He like Men. 


Fox a hls they ſhine, and are ta- 


ken Notice of; Men ſtand in awe of 
their Majeſty; reverence them for their 


high Digaity ; bow to their Authority; 
are ſubject to Abel Will, and obey their 


Com mands. 1 they are Tuck, as WE 
dae 


+ if not all of them are. reducible to 
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they” are in love with their” Goodneſs, 
and even charmed with the Mildne& 


and Benignity of their Tempers, the 
Nene ficence and extenſive Uſefulneſs of 


"their Lives: They adr mire their Sagacity 


as He was, who is lately loſt to out 
World; Men eſteem them for their 
Wiklom: | are awed by their Regard' to 
and impartial Adminiftration of Juſtice; 


and Penetration, their Superiority to 
#he croſs Events of Life; their Steadi- 


"neſs and Reſolution ; . knie P udence with 


which they conduct their Affairs, and? 
tlie Succeſs with which ſuch Conduct i 


"uſually crowned. And yet aſter all, 


Theſe very Perſons thus reverenced and 

feared; tlius beloved and admired, — 
Die Ale Men, — They have no-Exem- 
ption from the Grave; no Patent for 
Immortality; other than that Which 


fuch Friends and Benefactors to Man- 
kind enjoy, in the Remembrance of 


thoſe who ſur vive them, and in the 
honourable Accounts of them which Ht- 9 


fory tranſmits down to poſterity: Ex. 
cepting that, they die juſt: like us com- 


mon Mortals. They are liable to the 


fame Diſtempers and Diſeaſes, ſubject © 
the 


„ v 5 | i hay 
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the ame Accidents and Misfortunes : 


Undiſtinguiſhing Death as little Scruples 


arreſting Kings in their Palaces, as Pea- 


fants in their Cottages. Crowns and 
Scepters, and all the Enſigns of Royal. 
ty, are no more a Security againſt his 
stroke; than the Artificer's Tools, or 
the ordinary Badges of his mean Em- 
ployment. 

IT is a moſt humbling Conſideration, 
this! and ſhould one would think be 
enough to cure the haughtieft Mortals 
of their Pride and Ambition. Tyrants 
and Oppreſſors, Peſts of Society and E- 
nemies of Mankind, if it were poſſible. 
to ſpeak {o as to be heard and regard- 
ed by them, one would ring the harſh 
| Peel conſtantly in their Ears, Though 
Je are called Gods; ; yet ye ſhall die like 
Mer. — How glad is the Oppreſſed 
and the Captive, when by that Means 
they are relieved and et at Liberty! 
How do Mankind rejoyce when they” 
1 get rid of them! 

Bor it is Matter of more melancho- 
ly Conſideration, 'that even Good Princes 
too, die like Men. David after he 
bat ſerved his'own Generation, by the 


| Will of Gov, fell Ask. and Was laid 
70 
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to WP Fathers, and ſaw. Corruption. 80 
it has been, and ſo it will be in every 
Age of the World. We are apt fondly 
to wiſh them immortal; that as they 
do ſo much Good, they might live al. 
ways as Friends and Common Benefac- 
tors to Mankind: But that Go D who 
raiſes them up, veſts them with Dignity, 
and qualifies them for the high Tr uſt; 
when He has ſerved his Purpoſes by 
them, removes them from our World, 
and takes them to Himſelf. 5 die 
like Men. 

PNINCES of this 1 as they 
have always in their View the Happi- 
neſs of Mankind; the ſecuring or ad. 
vancing the true Intereſts of their Peo- 
ple, ſo they are ever buſy and active 
for theſe Purpoſes. According to the 
various Exigencies of their Affairs, they 
are conſtantly employed, either in re. 
dreſſing what has been Wrong, or pur- 
ſuing that which is Right : Either pro- 
viding againſt what may prove miſchie. 
vous, or ſtrengthening their Intereſts, In 
the midſt of all theſe Toils and Labours, 
and when juſt within the Reach of what 
they were aiming at, an All- diſpoſing 


Providence fees fit ſometimes to cut 
t hem 


- 


ut die like MEN. 
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them off ſhort: Their Breath goeth PL. cur. 


forth, they return to their Earth ; and * 
in that very Day their Thoughts periſh. 


TE inſiſting upon this Point, muſt 


I know have led your Thoughts to that 
which I would now a while fix them 


upon: The Loſs which Eurote in ge- 


neral, and theſe Nations in particular, 
have ſuſtained, by the Death of our 
moſt Gracious S VER E1GN. 

How great that Loſs is, can crly 
be told by thoſe who knew how Great 
and Good Ht was. For my own Part, 
| I find myſelf unequal to the Task of 


drawing a full and compleat Character, 


| ſuch as - ſhall be worthy of Him; and 
therefore would not have you expect I 
| ſhould attempt it. Recollect what has 
| been already offered to your Thoughts: 
Obſerve how plainly all thoſe Vertues 
were to be diſcerned, how illuſtrioufly 
they ſhone in him : The Sketch, imper- 
fect as it is, was taken from the Life; 


And all I can venture farther, is to 


ſuggeſt to you, without any great Art 


| or Order, a few ſuch Hints, as may 


ſerve to let you know, that all the Re- 
gard we could pay was due to Him 


While he lived; and all che Reſpect we 


1 . 


28 


K I N G s called G ODS; 


can ſhew to his Memor y. e us 
now he is dead. 

LET thoſe to whom it more 1 
ly belongs, relate the Particulars of his 
Deſcent and Pedigree : It is enough for 
us to obſerve in general, That it is of 


tlie moſt Ancient, and moſt Illuſtrious. 


Emperors and Kings, Sovereign Princes, 


and Perſons of the higheſt Rank and 


Dignity in Life, have ſprung from, or 
been allied to his Family ; ; and that i in 
very great Numbers, and in almoſt all 


the 5 and Countries of Europe. 


THE Tranſactions of his former Years, 
were ſeen and admired; and will no 
doubt be related with Pleaſure, by his 
loving Haunoverians: The latter Part 
of his Life, which fell to our Share, 
was adorned with fo many Vertues, 
and made remarkable by ſo many E. 
vents; as to be, alone, a Subject large 
enough for our Thoughts. The reſt, we 


will leave (for the preſent at leaſt) to 
be told by thoſe, who could never give 


up their Claim to an Intereſt in him 
while he lived, and who value his Me- 


mory as much as we can pretend to do, 


NOW he i is dead. 


1 Av- 


but die like MEN. 


-T Ar?EAL to thoſe who Rey had 
the Pleaſure of ſeeing Him, whether his 


Appearance did not carry ſomewhar 
Great and Good in it; whether even 


that did not promiſe and beſpeak him 


2 Wiſe and Prudent, a Gracious and 
Good-natured Prince. In his Counte- 


nance there fate Majeſty tempered with 
Mildneſs, Greatneſs ſoftned by Good- 
neſs. Never was any Man miſtaken, 


who formed an advantageous Judgment 


| of Him, from his Mien and Aſpect. - 
He was what He appeared to be : 
The Royal Vertues and Endowments of 


his Mind were ſuch as made him equal 


to the high Truſt, to which Divine 


| Providence called him. His Judgment 


| 


was ſtrong and penetrating : His Sub- 


xs had Reaſon to admire it ; for they 
often felt the beneficial Effects of itz 
All the Princes of Europe valued and 
paid Deference to it; and it can never 
be called Flattery or Prejudice, to ſay, 


He was the te iſeſt among them, till ſuch 


an One can be mentioned as deſerves 


to ſtand in Competition with him. His 
Regard to Juſtice was conſtant and un- 
varied, even in thoſe his Dominions 


Abroad, where his Will Was, in a man” 
ner⸗ 


and learn better their Duty. 


KIN Gs called Gops: 
ner, his only Law. He had always go. 


verned with Righteouſneſs and Mercy: 


His Subjects had never been oppreſsd 


or Mats. uneaſy by him : He treated 


them, and they loved Him, as their 
Common Father. No Wonder that a 
Prince who had learned to ſubdue him- 
ſelf, and to forbear all arbitrary Exer- 
ciſe of Power, could ſo eaſily brook 


_ Goveraing according to Law, when He 
came to the Throne of a Kingdom, the 
Conſtitution of which required He 


ſhould do ſo. Mildueſs and Benignit) 
were as conſpicuous in him as any o- 
ther Vertues. His Expreſſions and his 
Actions ſhewed the warmeit Deſires of 
the Happineſs of his People; and the 
tendereſt Regard to their Rights- -and 
Privileges. How illuſtrious a Diſplay 


had we of the Mercifulneſs of his Na- 


ture; when after the Sword of War 
had ſubdued a rebellious Rout of his 
Subjects; and the Sword of Juſtice had 
taken off a ſmall Number of them, the 
reſt were ſpared, and ſent Home to 
Bluſh at their own Folly and Baſeneſs 
The Firm- 
neſs of his Mind, the Steadineſs with 


which he purſued the Nation's — 
an 


But die lite M EN. © 
and all the Great and Wiſe Deſigns he 


had form'd, were molt remarkable: 
Upon this Account his Subjects at Home 


were the more eaſy and ſafe; and his 
Allies Abroad knew they might ſecurely 


truſt and rely upon him. 


THrEst are ſome of the main Strokes, 
the principal Features in the Character 


of that Prince, for whom the Great 


King WILIIAN pav'd the Way, and 


whom the kind Providence of G o 


ſeaſonably brought to the Throne of 


theſe Kingdoms. And if we conſider the 


Peaceableneſs of nis Acceſſion to it, at 
a moſt critical Conjuncture of Affairs; 


| the Security with which we all enjoy'd 


our Rights and Liberties under his Go- 


| vernment.; the flouriſhing State of the 
Nation at Home , and the peaceful 


Face of Affairs Abroad, even after the 
Powers of Europe had {IE d reſolved 
upon War; if we conſider the wiſe 


| Choice of his Councils; the Steadineſs 
of his Adminiſtratigh ; the uncommon 
| Eſteem and Intereſt He had in foreign 
Courts; it muſt be faid of him, This 
Was the Man Whom Gop . to 
bonour. 5 | 
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Ir there be any who are til fo It. 
natur'd as to think or ſpeak III of Him, 


it muſt be from Paſſion and grpundlefs 


Prejudice. | Withour pretending to a SPt- 


rit of Prophecy, one may venture to 
foretell, That whenever Prejudice and 
Paſſion ſhall give way to cool and ſo- 
ber Reflection; whenever impartial 
Senſe and Reaſon {hall peruſe and exa- 
mine the Royal Character, it will be 
ſaid of King GrORGE I, That He was 
One of the Beſt of Princes. Bleſſed be 
Gop, He did not die, till He had 
firſt truly lived: Lived to the greateſt 
and molt beneficial Purpoſes : "Lived, 
though not ſo long as we could have 
wiſhed; yet fo Jong as to have ſerved 
his Generation by the Will f Goo; 
and now that He is fallen aſleep, his 
Aſhes will be facred, and his Memory 
Fr * 

Taz Removal of ſech a Prince out 
of the World, is an Event of too great 
Importance, to pA unregarded. It 


7 would ſhew 2 condmprucus Neglect of 
Dan. ii. 
21 - 


Divine Providence, which removeth 
Kings, and fetteth up Kings; it would 
betray a ſhameful Inſenſibility of the 


Happinek we enjoyed under his Govert- 
hs ment; 
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ment; it would proclaim our Unwor- 
thineſs of ſuch another who {UCCEras to 
his, Thrones 0 EH 
_ EXCEPTING bee ſome Few, 
(and would to God they were fewer) 
whom no Goodneſs can charm; whom 
no Kindneſs can win; whom one of 
the wiſeſt and beſt of Kings could 
not pleaſe; whom the moſt ſteady and 
ſucceſsful Adminiſtration could not ſa- 
tisfy ; who might have been eaſy and 
happy, but would not; in ſhort, who 
have fixed their Hopes and their Hap- 
| pineſs, in that which all Wiſe Men 
| tremble at the Thoughts of, and will 
reckon Miſery and Ruin, if ever- it 
| ſhould come upon them: Excepting, I 
# fy, ſome ſuch as theſe, there is an Uni- 
| verſa] Senfe of the Loſs ſuſtained. The 
Apparel of Mourners, which the Inha- 
| bitants of the Land ſo generally wear, 
ſpeaks, we would hope, the inward 
Senſe of their Hearts, and is a Teſti- 
mony of their Sincerity in uttering 
| their Grief upon this Occaſion. J/rae} Pen. , 
mourned aud wept for Moſes, though 9. 
. Weight of eee fell up- 
n Foſhua's Sholders, who was full of 
1 Spirit of Wiſdom. And we may 
E X _ reckon 


⁊ꝓͤm— ꝶöHWg 2 — 


Lt 


8 


34 KIs called God 6 


reckon upon It, that this, or any other 
proper Expreffion of our Concern at 
this Event, will be ſo far from being 
unacceptuble to our Preſent Sov x. 
REIGN, that He will 'reſent it as a 
Reſpect ſhe wn to Himſelf. He has in 
the "moſt affecting Manner given Vent 
to His own Grief ; and no body 'won- 
ders to bear ſach a Sox bewailing 
the Loſs of ſuch a FurTHes, With 
that moving Tenderneſs which his Roy. 
al Words import. 
AND as We are aſſured that all be. 
coming Expreſſions of Regard to the 
the Memory of the late King will de 
grateful to Him Who now fills the 
Throne ; fo we may reckon upon it, 
Gf 'the Dead know what paſſes in 
dur World) that He who is remove 
from us will be pleaſed with the Joy ve 
expreſs, at the peaceful Acceſſion 0 
his Sox to the Crown, and” our com- 
fortable Proſpect of Proſperity under 
HJ Government. Hither'then let 
us turn our Thonghts ; - for Hither our 
Subject as naturally leads, as to that 
Auatker Scene we have had for%a' whik 
before _ 
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Os the Number of thoſe. whom the. 


Gop ; and upon account of which (to- 
gether - with that Power and Authori- 
ty they ' derive from Him) He be- 


flows this high and honourable Title 


on Them. 
We ſay this, not at Random; ar as 
what we can only hope and wiſh to find 


true; but as what we have had long 
Opportunity to obſerve. with Pleaſure 


May it not ſerve to heighten our Joy, 


| and engage our greater Thankfulneſs 


if we be allowed to view Him? True 


| Worth will bear Cxamiaing ; and the 


more nearly it is viewed, the more 


| highly will it be priz'd. 


TRE Providence of GoD 1 now 
advanced him to the Imperial Crown 
of Kingdoms, that ave the Head and 


wat the Tail among the Nations. As 


King of Great Britain, His Power 


is very conſiderable, His Intereſt and 
Influence very extenſive: His Perſon 
| muſt always be regarded, His Meaſures 


E 2 attended 


h calls Geds, there. is One 
now ſways the Sceptre of theſe Kings» 
doms, endowed in a high Degree with 
thoſe Royal Vertues, by which Princes 
bear ſome Reſemblance to the Bleſſed 
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abnded to, and His Friendſhip covet 
ed Abroad. At Home, His Dignity is as 
high, His Perſon as ſacred, and His 
Authority as great, as his Royal Heart 
wiſhes them to be. Thus has the Moſt 
Hic placed Him among the Gods; in- 


veſted Him with Sovereign Power and 


Rule: And there are ſo many Vertues 


conſpicuous in Him, that we cannot 


but think Him equal to the important 
Truſt. 
His early Years diſcovered a true 
Greatneſs of Soul; Perſonal Courage 
and Bravery in the Field: As ſoon as 
He was well a Man, He ſhewed himſelf 
a Hero. As a 5 and a Subject, He 
knew what Eſteem and Regard, what 
Duty and Obedience, were owing to 
His King and Father. His Conduct 
as Regent let us ſee how fit He was 
for Government, and gave us a Taſte 
of what we might hope for, whenever 


He ſhould aſcend the Throne. He has 


the Advantage of taking the Reins of 
Government into His Hands, at an Ape 
in which the Judgment is ordinarily 
ſtrongeſt, the Underſtanding moſt im- 
proved, the Warmth of Youth abarted, 
and ready to give way to the ae 
5 : 
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of riper Years. He has had a fair Op- 


portunity (and He has carefully laid 
hold of it) to inform Himſelf of the 
Conſtitution, Laws, and Intereſts of 


His Kingdoms; and to gain Experience 


in all the Arts of Government. 
HEAVEN has bleſd'd Him with a 
QUEEN ConsokrT, who beſides the Ami- 
ableneſs of her Royal Perſon, the Sweet- 
neſs of her Diſpoſition, the engaging 
Manner in which She receives all Who 
have the Honour to approach Her, and 


Her many Vertues and uncommon Qua- ; 


lifications for Her High Station; has 


- 
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this to recommend Her peculiarly, to 


the Eſteem and Love of all Proteſtants, 


That She generouſly refuſed a Crown, 


which She had no Proſpect of wearing 
without violating Her Conſcience, and 


renouncing what She knew was N 
and undefiled Religion: 


NEITHER can we forget their be- 


ing bleſs'd with a Numerous and Illy- 


ſtrious Iss UE; from whom we hope 


for a Succeſſion of Princes, to ſway the 


Sceptre of theſe Kingdoms in Peace and _ 
in Righteouſneſs ; to tranſmit the Bleſ- 


ſings we enjoy to lateſt Poſterity ; to 
hold the Balance of Power in Europe; 


K in Gs cate Gobps; 
and firengthen the Cauſe 


to ſupport 
of Proteſtantiſm; and to be the Guar · 
dans of the Civil and Religious Liber- 
ties of Mankind, both at Home and 
Fbroak 

Ir I have not greliiy miſsd my Aim 
in what F have been doing, you muſt 
by this Time perceive, why the Moſt 
Hren fays concerning Kings, that they 
are Gods; what Sort of Kings they are 
who beſt deferve the Title; and with 
tow much Reafon we Britons reckon 
boeh our Late and our Preſ. ext One, of 
that Number. Were I ſpeaking to an 
Affembly, among whom there were any 
who could be ſuſpected of having been 
deficient in their Duty to Him who is 
gone; or difinclined to the paying it 
to Him that is upon the Throne ; 1 
ſhould reckon myſelf obliged to reprove 
their Ingratitude to Gop and our 
KINGS: But fince that is not the 
Caſe among Us; fince the Loyalty of 
the whole Body of Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters is ſo thoroughly known, and f 
univerſally acknowledged ; it would be 
an Injury done them, to infinuate any 
#uch Charge. Our Inclination and our 
Oy” have both lain the fame 1 
| An 


Ss de lde do 
Andiaswe moſt ardently with our Na 


ſuch Kings, and of this Family; ſo we 
moſt earneſtly pray, That all their- Sub- 


@s, in all future Times, may be as 


ah and Duvifully diſpoſed towards 

Them, as We ane. 

Ir is with this View, that I mow 
roceed to that Which the 'Rgpreſenta. 

tion of Kings under che Not ion of Goals, 

u e oy” ON ider, . 4 


II. > r prouliar uit owidg ito 
thoſe who are honoured with this Ti. 
tle, eſpecially to ſuch of them whoſe 
Qualifications are anſwerable to it. 
This is to be the Application af our 
Whdle Difedurſe: And theſe Duties are 
Lthink fairly reducible to the 


Heads, Which I can do little more dan | 


mantion. 


413 wy ct to their per- 
| fors, as ſuſtaining ſo high and honeura- 


ble a Charafter. The Apoftelical- 18. 


junction to this: 'Burpoſe* is, to render Nen. 
Fear ro we Har, aud ieren 


Honour is due. And ſurely hoth mlt 
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Rom. b 
Xili, 1. 


Ver. 2. 


1 Pet. ii. 


13, 14 


Tit. iii. 1. 


$5 


#7 


Reverence. _ 


Kincs called Go bbs; 


be due to thoſe whom the great Gob 


* diſtinguiſnes and honours. 
 AccorDinG to the different Light 


in which we view them, the Ex- 


preſſions of our Regard will be ſome- 
what different. If we conſider their 


Dignity, their Authority, their Com- 


miſſion, and Obligation to execute Ju- | 


{tice impartially; it will be 4we and 
If we conſider their Wiſ⸗ 
dom; it will be Eſteem and Vereration, 
If their Goodneſs and Beneficence; it 
will be cordial Love, and ſincere . 


tion. Aa 0 of the CINE S ek 


12. W Pe of our Duty d i 


Faithful: and true Allegiance, willing 


Subjection to their Authority and Go- 


vernment. Every Soul is commanded 
to be ſubject to the higher Powers: 
Whoſoever reſiſteth them, reſiſteth the 
Ordinance of Gov. And "elſewhere we 
are directed to ſabmit » ourſelves to 


every Ordinance of Man, for the Lozp's 


Sake: Whether it be to the King 4 


Jupreme; or unto Governours as" unto 
> that ave ſeut by him Ver. _ 2 
niſhment of Evil-doers. „„ ; + 
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Re ADY. gr chearfal Contribu- | 


22H (according to the Direction and 


Requirement of the Laws) towards the 
Support of their Dignity and Authority; 
and to anſwer all the Neceſſities and 


Demands of Civil Government. Any 
Backwardneſs we ſhew to this will 


be a Proof that we have as little Senſe 


of our Intereſt, as of our Duty. As it 
is principally for the People's Sake, that 
Civil Government is inſtituted; ſo it 
is neceſſary to their Welfare, that it 
ſhould be ſupported and maintained: 


And fince the Benefits of it accrue to 


them, they are obliged in all Reaſon 


and Conſcience to defray the neceſſary - 


Expences of it. Cæſar can never pro- 
| tet us, unleſs we render to him that 
which 3s His tor this Purpoſe. There- 
fore, lays St. Paul, Pay Bana, to | whom 
Iribute is owing. | | 


4. D ALX Prayers for Them; and 
daily Exdeavours to make the Weight 
of Government ſet as eaſy on them as 
may be. Notwithſtanding all the Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Prudence Princes can be en- 
eh lk = F dowed 


Matth. 


xxii. N 21. 


Rom. 


n 


* 
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* 2 


vine Condutt and Direction, and the 
Bleſſing of Gov to ſucceed their beſt 


2 © Tind- 11 
4, 2. 


e the Publick Welfare. 


8 with, they have N 880 wy Di. 


Deſigns. Therefore St. Paul exhort; 
that Suppli cations, Prayers, Interceſ. 


fiors, and giving of Thanks be made for 


Kings, and for all that are in Auths 


rity; That we may lead a quiet and 
feaceable Life, in all Godlineſs and 
Honeſty. And had'we any tolerable Ap. 


prehenſion of the Weight and Burden 
of Government, the Cares and Anxie- 
ties with which Crowns are beſet, as 


with ſo many Thorns; we ſhould be 


leſs prone to envy thoſe Who wear 
them ; we ſhould be more diſpoſed both 


tem to the Condudt of 


Gov, and to create them as little Un. 
eaſineſs as may be. We ſhould cau- 
tiouſly abſtain from all peeviſh Com- 


plaints, and avoid every Thing that has 
aà Tendency to clog the Wheels of Go 


vernment ; to diſconcert the Meaſure, 


or "defeat the Deſigns, which appear to 
be honeſtly aim'd at for ſecuring or ad- 


IN theſe "4 21 like e le 


us pay thoſe Duties which from the Na- 
ture 


—_— 


ture and Reaſon of Things, and tom 
the expreſs Command of Goo in his 


Word, 


Mighty Monarch GzoxGs I, by the.” 4s 
Grace of Gop, King of Great Britains © © 
Kc. whom, with his Royal ConsoxT, _—* 7 
his Royal Iss uE, and all the Branches 
of his Royal Famity; may SCN” „ 
Gop protect and proſper, 


but the like Mz N. 


are owing to the High and 
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